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them) a transfer of this kind may lead to frequent troubles,
misunderstandings and frictions between the child-in-law and
parent-in-law whom it concerns.
Corresponding         The third and last of our three factors  which  complicate
displacement   t^e reiations of children-in-law and parents-in-law consists in a
the parents-in- similar   displacement  of  affect  on   the part  of the parents-
law them-     in-iaw,   in  virtue  of  which  they   may   direct   towards   their
children  by  marriage  the  affection  or  hostility  which   they
originally  experienced in  relation  to  their own children;   a
factor the significance of which may perhaps be more fully and
easily appreciated after we have discussed the intimate nature
of  these  original feelings of parents  to  their own children
(cp. Ch. XIV below), and with regard to which perhaps it is
therefore  best   to  content   ourselves   with  a  mere   passing
reference here.
Son-in-law and The relation between child-in-law and parent-in-law which
Mother-in-law ^as becOme notoriously the most difficult in recent times is
that of son-in-law and mother-in-law. This relation too has
been made the object of some special study by psycho-analysts1,
who have found in it all the factors which we have referred
to above. Among the most important grounds for the hostility
which so often marks this relationship have been observed
the following:—
i. The conflict between the mother and the husband for
the possession of the daughter and her belongings. The mother
having in the majority of cases in the past enjoyed a greater
or less degree of authority over the daughter, is loth to abandon
this source of power, and seeks to retain it by exercising
(through the frequent giving of advice, appeal to her own
greater experience or otherwise) some sort of control over
the daughter's household or mode of life. This interference on
the part of the mother-in-law in the domestic arrangements of
the younger couple is very apt to be resented by the son-in-
law, either directly, because it appears to threaten his own
supreme control over his own family, or indirectly, because he
identifies himself with the daughter (his wife) who in her turn
may not unnaturally object to the continuance of maternal
supervision after her marriage. On the other hand, shduld the
1 See especially Freud, "Totem and Taboo," 24 ff.
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